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down for a time. For many years he had occasionally
suffered from loss of memory and dizziness, When afflicted
by these attacks, or feeling mentally tired, he used to go to
Brighton, though he thought it not a very attractive place.
In 1840 these conditions became more extensive and pre-
vented him from working. He became uncomfortable in
the presence of strangers. He found letter-writing a
severe strain. He felt that doctors did not understand his
illness. He wrote notes which show a slight mental
derangement and resemble similar notes written by Newton
Muring a similar period of mental exhaustion. Faraday's
I mental health broke down in 1840, when he was forty-nine.
'Newton's mental health broke down in 1692, when he also
was forty-nine. In one of his strange notes Faraday wrote:
"Whereas according to the declaration of that true man of
the world Talleyrand, the use pf4anguage is to conceal the
thoughts; this is to declare irrtheResent instance, when I
say I am not able to bear'much talking, it means really, and
without any mistake, or equivocation) or oblique meaning,
or implication, or subterfuge, or omjssion, that I am not
able, being at present rather weak in' the head and able to
work no more."
The peculiar reference to "that true man of the world
Talleyrand" suggests that he was suffering from mental
repression besides exhaustion. When in a similar state
Newton accused Locke of trying to "embroil him with
women."
There are hints in these notes of how much the normal
human feelings have been sacrificed by these scientific
geniuses. Faraday and Newton were childless.
After 1831 Faraday had gradually contracted his social
activities. He made a note of these in a table. In 1834 he
stopped professional business in courts and declined all
dining-out or invitations. In 1835 he stopped consulting
for the excise business and declined the Council business
of the Royal Society. In 1837 he stopped much morning
lecturing. In 1838 he declined reprinting Chemical
Manipulations and "closed three days in the week.
(Saw no one)." In 1839 he stopped giving Mr. Brande's

